CHAPTER  IX.
THE COUNT OF THE LANL   OF CASTLES.

No very marked progress was made by either Moors
or Christians during the remainder of the ninth century.
The Asturian kingdom extended over Leon and Galicia;
and Alfonso III., called the Great, made inroads as
far as Lisbon and Coimbra. There were family
divisions among the Ommeyads, and though they did
not lose much ground, they did not gain. The
Christians, however, had a brave champion in Fernando
Gonc^ales, Count of Castillo. An Eastern prince, named
Abu Alaxi, had written to the Kbalif, entreating per-
mission to make his holy campaign, or al giheb, in
Spain, since all good Moslems understood that fighting
under the commander of the Faithful secured an
entrance into paradise. Abd-el-Rhaman III. received
him most royally. The Moors were then at peace with
Leon; indeed, the king, Don Sancho the Fat, had
actually come to Cordova to consult the Moorish
physicians, whose skill far exceeded those of any
Gothic mediciner, since, at Seleucia, the Arabs had
obtained and made good use of the writings and tradi-
tions of the Greek men of science. Abd-el-Rhaman
was no covenant breaker, so he did not assist the